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PONTARDAWE

During the early Spring of 2009 discussions took place focused on representatives
of groups, organisations and business in 8 areas of the County Borough.

This is a summary of the points raised in the Pontardawe meeting which took place
at the Cwmtawe Comprehensive School on 8th April 2009.

Further comments and suggestions will be welcomed; both from those who took part
and any member of the community. In order to help us in preparing the next stage
of the Plan we would be grateful for any comments and suggestions to be sent to us
by 31st July 2009.

The comments and suggestions will be investigated and when we report back in the
next stage of the Plan (the Key choices) we will report back on them.

This document should be read in conjunction with the document entitled Pontardawe
Key Data 2009.
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1.1 Likes/distinctiveness and need to protect and enhance

1.1.1 The area contains a strong sense of community which is largely centred on
the chapels, Rugby/football clubs and organisations such as Merched y Wawr.

1.1.2 The Welsh language provides a strong social focus for much of the local
residents. The language should be protected from development which could negatively
affect its position in the community

1.1.3 The area contains a good array of community facilities such as a Health
Centre, Leisure Centre and a Swimming Pool. Pontardawe in particular has a thriving
artistic and cultural scene with the Arts Centre a focal point and the annual festival
well established. It’s important however that a balance is found between capitalising
on these artistic and cultural developments and preserving the area's cultural heritage.

1.1.4 The new retail park at Parc Ynysderw is excellent for the area but it’s important
that it does not have an adverse effect on Pontardawe town centre. The proposed
bridge connecting Herbert Street and the new retail park would help in avoiding a
loss of trade within the district centre. It’s important that the scheme provides an
improved underpass, adequate signage and better car parking.

1.1.5 It was noted, that the standard of the Welsh signs within the stores in Parc
Ynysderw is poor e.g. misspelling. Planning conditions should contain not only the
need for Welsh language signs but also stress the importance that the signs are
correct.

1.1.6 Pontardawe has an enviable range of natural assets along with being
surrounded by attractive countryside. The setting of the town is attractive, surrounded
by woodland with St Peter's Church acting as an impressive and highly distinctive
landmark.

1.1.7 The canal is a major feature and provides an important local resource for
recreation and links the town centre with other areas of interest. It was suggested
that it should be developed further.

1.1.8 The area enjoys an extensive footpath and bridleway network linking the
town centre and residential communities with the surrounding countryside. Surfacing
suitable for cycling/walking and horse riding is important.

1.1.9 There is currently no Town Centre manager in Pontardawe. Such a post
could perform an important role in promoting the town centre. Having someone in
place to oversee and coordinate would help address problems quickly and efficiently.
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2.1 Built environment

2.1.1 Money needs to be spent on regenerating rundown buildings and demolition
avoided. Many chapels within the Pontardawe area need to be improved with more
grants made available.

2.1.2 Amore flexible approach is needed to deal with derelict and disused buildings
in the town centre. A more strategic overview is as important as making money
available for improvements. Small scale initiatives can make a real difference.

2.1.3 More specifically the derelict building opposite the Dilwyn Public House on
the cross in Pontardawe is an eye sore and needs to be improved.

2.1.4 The issue of appropriate signage needs to be addressed. The new Tesco
store and its associated signage dominate the scenery when travelling up the valley
from Swansea. There needs to be tighter planning controls to prevent signage that
would have a detrimental affect on the area.

2.1.5 The prevalence of anti social behaviour is a concern especially in the centre
of Pontardawe. Vandalism to buildings and trees is a problem along with graffiti CCTV
needed in the area.

2.1.6 Access by road in and out of the valley is good. It encourages visitors to
travel up the valley and it’s easy for residents to travel out of the town for work, retail
and leisure.

2.1.7 Pavements in the centre of Pontardawe are of poor quality and need to be
improved as there are areas that are dangerous.

2.1.8 Parking is an issue for the town centre and more car parking would help. In
addition the existing town centre car park is not well sign posted.

2.1.9 Parking is an issue on Herbert Street in Pontardawe with a taxi rank taking
up much of the available parking spaces.

2.1.10 1It was suggested that Herbert Street should be pedestrianised if adequate
parking was made available nearby.

2.2 Natural Environment

2.2.1 Invasive species are a major problem. The area contains a lot of plantation
that’s hard to eradicate and dangerous for animals e.g. Japanese knotweed and
Ragwort.

2.2.2 The importance of protecting the area’s green belts was stressed.

2.2.3 Need to spend more on updating the area's parks as many are run down.

2.2.4 Footpaths and bridleways in the area should be developed even further. The
Glan Rhyd area for instance has great potential for recreational purposes.
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2.3 Waste

2.3.1 Fly tipping a problem throughout the area. It is often not clear who has the
responsibility of clearing the mess - more information is needed on who residents
need to contact.

2.3.2 Existing landfill/recycling centres need to adopt a more flexible approach to
dealing with non-trade customers. Easier ways to dispose of waste needs to be
developed which could alleviate the problems of fly tipping.

2.3.3 If incineration is a long term option then measures can and should be taken
to make them less obtrusive. More effective communication could overcome many
of the negative perceptions of this method of waste treatment.

2.4 Renewables

2.4.1 Renewable energy schemes are not community based. There is a concern
that the local community will experience the negative aspects of such a development
while foreign companies make the profit. Big businesses do not consult enough with
the local community.

2.4.2 Hydro–power is the way forward and plans for the Severn Barrage should
be encouraged. Such schemes could also fulfil an educational and tourism-based
function.

2.4.3 The Council should be able to offset wind energy targets by producing
renewable energy through other means.

2.4.4 Renewable energy through biomass plans should be promoted instead of
through wind farms.

2.4.5 The Authority should avoid producing energy through nuclear power.

2.5 Minerals

2.5.1 CwmNant Lleucu contains some of the best stone in the UK and its extraction
provides jobs for the area.

2.5.2 The extraction of stone from the quarry does not affect the residents of the
area and therefore an extension to such a facility would be preferred rather than the
development of a new site.

2.5.3 A buffer zone of 500m around mineral sites is not enough due to the
topography of Valley areas.
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3.1 Are there enough houses in the area?

3.1.1 The plan should encourage building housing on brownfield land.

3.1.2 The old Cwmtawe school site has been approved and similar sites would be
preferred to green field development.

3.1.3 It was questioned whether the area needed more bungalows for the elderly.
Some who attended the meeting would prefer to see money spent on ensuring that
the elderly were able to stay in their existing home.

3.2 Affordable housing

3.2.1 There is a lack of affordable housing in the area with house prices too high
for first time buyers who are forced to move away.

3.2.2 If affordable housing is to be provided they should be integrated into the
existing built environment rather than segregated into separate pockets.

3.2.3 The existing housing stock such as derelict and empty buildings should be
regenerated before new Greenfield sites are developed. It was suggested also that
the flats above the shops in Pontardawe should be used more or maybe compulsory
purchased to be used as affordable housing if they are unused.

3.2.4 A suitable site for development was suggested located on farm land behind
Alltwen Rugby field and near Llwyn Allt Old People’s Home.

3.2.5 Important that sites for development that are currently on standstill are
restarted as soon as possible. Such sites if left can become dangerous.
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4.1 Are there enough job opportunities and if not what type should be attracted?

4.1.1 Extremely difficult to attract businesses to the area as there is a lack of
opportunity. A new business park in the area would be welcomed.

4.1.2 There are a range of craft-based industries in the locality. The availability of
suitable business accommodation for such enterprises needs to be addressed.

4.1.3 Flexible premises for businesses with easy in/out terms and affordable rents
will help craft based industries thrive and act as wealth and employment generators
locally.

4.1.4 There is a real potential to develop ‘niche markets’ such as equine/canine
events which can make a significant economic impact and encourage more visitors
into the area. Other businesses can tap into these markets by providing
accommodation and other services and facilities for tourists.

4.1.5 Local shops such as butchers and flower shops are struggling due to
competition from the new Tesco and the new retail park. Something needs to be
done to protect these local specialist businesses.
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5.1 Are there adequate facilities in the area with good access?

5.1.1 The retail on offer in Pontardawe is declining with a number of buildings
vacant and boarded up.

5.1.2 A feeling of distinctiveness has been lost with too much mobile phone shops,
hairdressers and fast food outlets.

5.1.3 Linking with the problem of vandalism in Pontardawe there needs to be more
facilities for the younger generation such as places for them to spend their time.

5.1.4 Bus services are limited for many areas around the town and the
frequency/last service makes it difficult for many users. It was also suggested that a
bus station is needed in Pontardawe providing shelter and facilities for bus users.

5.1.5 The current bus service in the area lacks facilities for the elderly and disabled.

5.1.6 Pontardawe lacks crèche and childcare facilities but there may be the
opportunity to address this shortfall through initiatives such as the Pontardawe Arena
scheme.

5.1.7 There is a demand for more allotments in the Pontardawe area.

5.1.8 There also may be scope for a Community Farm type facility.
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